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FEDERAL  ELECTION  COMMISSION 

[11CFR  Ch.  II] 

[Notice  1976-141 

REPORTING  UNDER  THE  FEDERAL 
ELECTION  CAMPAIGN  ACT 

Proposed  Revision  of  Forms  Required 
Under  the  Act 

The  Federal  Election  Commission 
(FEC)  was  established  by  the  Federal 
Election  Campaign  Act  Amendments  of 
1974  (Pub.  L.  93-443,  2  U.S.C.  8  431  et. 
seq.).  The  Act  provides  in  2  U.S.C.  438 
(a)  (1)  that  the  FEC  is  to  "develop  and 
furnish  to  the  person  required  by  the 
provisions  of  this  Act  prescribed  forms 
for  the  making  of  reports  and  statements 
required  to  be  filed  with  it  under  this 
chapter”  (Chapter  14  of  Title  2  of  the 
United  States  Code)  Pursuant  to  this  re¬ 
sponsibility,  the  FEC  is  preparing  a  re¬ 
vision  of  the  existing  forms  used  by 
candidates  and  committees  to  report 
campaign  contributions  and  expend¬ 
itures,  and  initiating  new  forms  for  the 
other  information  required  to  be  re¬ 
ported  under  the  Act.  The  FEC  intends 
to  prepare  revised  forms  that  are  written 
in  clear  language,  and  designed  to  facili¬ 
tate  all  disclosure  required  by  the  Act. 

Any  interested  person  or  organization 
is  invited  to  submit  written  comments  to 
the  FEC  concerning  any  aspect  of  the 
revision  of  the  forms  required  under  the 
Act.  The  facts,  opinions,  and  recom¬ 
mendations  presented  in  writing,  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  this  notice  will  be  considered 
in  designing  forms  and  drafting  regula¬ 
tions  necessary  to  implement  the  statu¬ 
tory  provisions. 

Set  forth  below  is  a  general  description 
of  the  matters  which  the  FEC  believes 
require  the  most  immediate  attention: 

I.  Reporting  op  Receipts  and 
Expenditures 

Persons  or  organizations  commenting 
on  this  section  should  attempt  to  suggest 
ideas  and  recommendations  that  will  al¬ 
low  candidates  and  political  committees 
to  complete  relatively  simple,  yet  com¬ 
prehensive,  reports  that  will  not  require 
extensive  backup  material  or  the  services 
of  a  professional  staff  to  maintain  the 
backup  material  or  prepare  the  required 
reports. 

1.  Comments  are  invited  as  to  what  is 
the  best  format  for  the  reports  required 
by  2  U.S.C.  434(b)  for  obtaining  infor¬ 
mation  from  candidates  and  political 
committees  on  their  receipts  and  ex¬ 
penditures.  If  helpful,  reference  should 
be  made  to  desirable  revisions,  modifica¬ 
tions,  and  changes  in  the  existing  re¬ 
ceipts  and  expenditure  reporting  forms. 

2.  Comments  are  invited  as  to  whether 
one  or  more  of  the  existing  forms  for  re¬ 
porting  campaign  receipts  and  expendi¬ 


tures  should  be  combined  into  a  single 
form  to  avoid  unnecesary  repetition  of 
similar  information.  Specific  recom¬ 
mendations  for  the  design  of  such  a  form 
also  are  requested. 

3.  Comments  are  invited  as  to  whether 
short  and  long  reporting  forms,  similar 
to  those  employed  by  the  Internal  Rev¬ 
enue  Service,  should  be  designed  to  more 
satisfactorily  meet  the  separate  needs  of 
candidates  and  committees  which  re¬ 
ceive  and  expend  numerous  large  sums, 
and  those  which  have  made  or  received 
relatively  few  contributions  and  expendi¬ 
tures.  Specific  recommendations  for  the 
design  of  such  forms  also  are  requested. 

4.  Comments  are  invited  as  to  whether 
any  real  benefit  would  stem  from  the  use 
of  differently  colored  or  designed  forms, 
to  clearly  distinguish  between  the  differ¬ 
ent  reporting  dates  provided  in  2  U.S.C. 
434(a). 

5.  Comments  are  invited  on  the  con¬ 
tents  and  design  of  a  receipt  and  expend¬ 
iture  summary  reporting  sheet  which  will 
contain  only  the  minimum  essential  in¬ 
formation  for  obtaining  an  overview  of 
a  candidate’s  or  committee’s  financial 
operations. 

n.  Other  Retorts  Required  by  Chapter 
14  of  Title  2  of  the  United  States  Code 

Persons  and  organizations  comment¬ 
ing  on  this  section  should  attempt  to 
suggest  ideas  and  recommendations  that 
will  allow  for  the  creation  of  new  forms 
that  are  comprehensive,  but  are  written 
in  simple  language  and  designed  to  be 
readily  comprehensible  to  the  reader. 

1.  Comments  are  invited  as  to  what 
should  be  the  form  and  detail  (other 
than  already  provided  in  2  U.S.C.  433)  of 
the  statement  of  registration  of  a  politi¬ 
cal  committee. 

2.  Comments  are  invited  as  to  the 
contents  of  the  regulations  which  will 
prescribe  the  manner  for  reporting 
campaign  debts  and  pledges  as  required 
by  2  U.S.C.  436(c).  Recommendations 
as  to  the  design  and  content  of  forms  to 
implement  these  regulations  also  are 
welcome. 

3.  Comments  are  invited  as  to  what 
should  be  the  form  and  detail  of  the 
full  and  complete  financial  statement  on 
convention  financing  which  is  required 
by  2  U.S.C.  437. 

4.  Comments  are  invited  as  to  what 
should  be  the  contents  and  format  of  the 
forms  required  by  2  U.S.C.  437a  for  the 
reporting  by  a  person  (other  than  an  in¬ 
dividual)  “who  expends  any  funds  or 
commits  any  act  directed  to  the  public 
for  the  pupose  of  influencing  the  out¬ 
come  of  an  election  or  who  publishes  or 
broadcasts  to  the  public  any  material 
referring  to  a  candidate  (by  name,  de¬ 
scription,  or  other  reference)  advocat¬ 
ing  the  election  or  defeat  of  such  candi¬ 


date,  setting  forth  the  candidate’s 
position  on  any  public  issue,  his  voting 
record,  or  other  official  acts  (In  the  case 
of  a  candidate  who  holds  or  has  held 
Federal  office) ,  or  otherwise  designed  to 
influence  individuals  to  cast  their  votes 
for  or  against  such  candidate  or  to 
withhold  their  votes  from  such 
candidates  *  *  *”. 

5.  Comments  are  invited  as  to  the 
most  appropriate  means  of  reporting  the 
designated  campaign  depository  pro¬ 
vided  in  2  U.S.C.  437b,  and  the  format 
that  should  be  taken  in  requiring  such 
information. 

III.  Reports  Required  Under  Title  26 
of  the  United  States  Code 

Persons  and  organizations  commenting 
on  this  section  should  attempt  to  sug¬ 
gest  ideas  and  recommendations  that 
either  may  be  combined  with  existing 
forms  or  developed  independently.  All 
forms  or  parts  of  forms  should  have, 
wherever  possible,  a  simple  format  that 
is  written  in  readily  comprehensible  lan¬ 
guage,  yet  is  sufficiently  comprehensive 
in  coverage. 

1.  Comments  are  invited  as  to  whether 
the  information  required  under  26  U.S.C. 
9003,  9004,  9007,  9008,  9033,  9037,  and 
9038  on  public  campaign  and  conven¬ 
tion  financing  can  be  best  obtained 
through  further  development  and  use  of 
the  existing  reporting  forms,  or  whether 
separate  forms  should  be  developed.  Rec¬ 
ommendations  as  to  the  design  and  con¬ 
tents  of  the  required  information  also 
are  invited.  If  the  new  forms  are  to  be 
developed,  comments  are  particularly  in¬ 
vited  as  to  whether  there  should  be: 

a.  Separate  forms  for  use  in  reporting 
public  financing  of  primary  election  cam¬ 
paigns,  general  election  campaigns,  and 
national  political  conventions; 

b.  Long  and  short  versions  of  these 
forms; 

c.  Differently  colored  or  designed  forms 
for  each  type  of  election  which  is  to 
be  publicly  financed,  and/or  differently 
colored  or  designed  forms  for  each  re¬ 
porting  period  for  that  type  of  election; 
or 

d.  A  summary  sheet  containing  essen¬ 
tial  information  for  each  type  of  election, 
and/or  reporting  period  under  the  class 
of  election. 

Comment  period.  Comments  should  be 
received  by  the  Task  Force  on  Forms, 
Federal  Election  Commission,  1325  K 
Street,  NW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20463  no 
later  than  August  4,  1975.  For  further 
Information  call  (202)  382-3484. 

Thomas  B.  Curtis, 
Chairman  for  the  Federal 
Election  Commission. 

July  15,  1975. 
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